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Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report,

Second Session of the Third Parliament
Monday, 6 May, 2013THE PRESIDENT:

Please, be seated.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

Your Excellencies, members of the Bureau of the Pan-African Parliament, Your Excellencies, members of the
diplomatic corps, my distinguished honourable colleagues, Members of the Pan-African Parliament, our special
and honoured invited guests, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, let me on behalf of the Bureau and Members of
the Pan-African Parliament, welcome very warmly, each and every one of you to the official opening ceremony of

the 2" Ordinary Session of the 3" Parliament.

Your presence here today with us clearly demonstrates your commitment to the growth and continued vitality of
our noble parliamentary institution, and I thank you for coming.

My dear honourable colleagues, as we approach this session with renewed enthusiasm and commitment in
continuing the work that we began eight years ago in Addis Ababa, when this Parliament was first opened and
we, as Parliamentarians, are bestowed with the responsibility of working towards revitalising and reinvigorating
our institution for the effective execution of our mandate on behalf of the people of Africa.

Honourable colleagues, in this session, we have carefully identified strategic issues for our deliberation which
are reflected on the substance of the topics contained in the agenda for the session and I am confident that we
will, as usual, employ the same zeal and enthusiasm as has been demonstrated in the past in achieving a fruitful
deliberation on issues and challenges facing our continent.

The Pan-African Parliament has had to deal with many issues since our last gathering in October 2012.
Tomorrow, I will highlight some of the progress we have made and report on the state of our Parliament with
deep insights on activities undertaken by this Parliament since then.

Without preempting my activity report for tomorrow, permit me honourable colleagues, to briefly summarise
some of the critical encounters by our Parliament that I believe have moved us closer to our goal of strengthening
our major objectives. We have continued to pursue with vigour, the transformation of our Parliament and the
approval of our mandate protocol to endear our Parliament with additional legislative functions. We have made
substantial progress through enhanced advocacy but there is still a lot more that we need to do collectively as a
Parliament.

Earlier this year, and in collaboration with the UNDP, we hosted the African Thematic Constitutional Governors
and Post 2015 Development Agenda aimed at finding practical solutions that will redress the underlying
challenges to the attainment of MDGs in our dear continent. Factors such as gender imbalance, economic
development, peace, security, marginalisation and disempowerment of our youths were some of the many
subjects that experts deliberated on.

The goal was to seek meaningful ways of achieving sustainable development, accountability in governance and
the consolidation of democracy on our continent.

Honourable colleagues, I have received the report from the Clerk of Parliament and we are waiting for
communication from the Speaker of the Shoura Council of the Arab Republic of Egypt stating that the Egyptian
Peoples’ Council has been dissolved and for the time being, the Shoura Council is now considered as the only
elected Parliament in Egypt.

In this connection and in accordance with our Rules of Procedure, Rule 8 (e) of the Rules of Procedure provides
that the seat of a member shall become vacant if he or she ceases to be a member of the national Parliament or
the deliberative organ.

And by this implication, our colleague, hon. Moustafa El Gendy, who at all material times was the Second Vice-
President of the Pan-African Parliament, no longer being a member of a constitutive or legislative body in his
home country, no longer can hold the Office of the Second Vice-President.
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Pursuant to the foregoing and in accordance with rules 85 of our Rules of Procedure, I formally declare the
position of Second Vice-President of Pan-African Parliament vacant. The Clerk of Parliament will announce the
order for elections for replacement.

Honourable colleagues, I implore you to approach this new Parliament with renewed zeal and determination and
together, we shall continue to build a parliamentary institution that we can all be proud of.

At this session, we are honoured with the esteem presence of highly distinguished dignitaries; His Excellency
John Dramani Mahama, the President of the Republic of Ghana, Her Excellency Dr Nkosazana Zuma, the
Chairperson of the African Union Commission and in the last week, we shall also be honoured with the presence
of the President of the European Parliament amongst many other high profile dignitaries, Speakers of national
Parliaments and delegations from Russia, Mexico and from across the globe.

Let me on behalf of members of this Parliament, warmly welcome these delegations and let you know, our
honoured guest, that we are truly delighted to have you in our midst.

Honourable colleagues, we will also be having for the first time in our Parliament, Members of Parliament from
the Republic of Ivory Coast and the Democratic Republic of Congo. We also warmly welcome them to join our
Parliament (Applause). I wish them the very best of endeavours as they join us to work for the people of Africa.

Dear honourable colleagues, on this note, I hereby declare open the 2™ Ordinary Session of the 3" Parliament of
the Pan-African Parliament, I thank you. May God bless you all.

(Applause)

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH

The following members were sworn in:-
Ghana
Hon. Ebo Barton-Odro
Hon. Mohammed-Mubarak Muntaka
Hon. Juliana Azumah-Mensah
Hon. Dominic A. B. Nitiwul
Hon. Elizabeth Agyeman
Kingdom of Lesotho
Hon. Mancholu Molemohi
Hon. Maliehe Prince Maliehe
Hon. Tsepo Monethi
Hon. Thabang Linus Kholumo
Hon. Thulo Tsoeu Mahlakeng
Djibouti
Hon. Mohamed Abdoulkader Mohamed
Hon. Safia Elmi Djibril
Hon. Mohamed Ali Foulieh
Hon. Hasna Houmed Bilal
Hon. Abdo Sikieh Dirieh
Cote D’ivoire

Hon BOHUE Martin
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Hon. Bakary OUATTARA

Hon. AKE Camille Epouse AKOUN

Hon. KONE Dongon

Hon. TOURE Daouda
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Hon. Ignace NDEBO AKANDA

Hon. Aubin NGONGO LUWOWO
Sierra Leone

Hon. Bernadette Lahai
Rwanda

Hon. Jeanne d’Arc MUKAKALISA
Sudan

Hon. Elamin Dafalla Gasm Elseed
Algeria

Hon. Djamel Bouras
Sahrawi Republic

Hon. Sania Ahmed Marhba
Zambia

Hon. Levy Chabala
Cape Verde

Hon. Janine Tatiana Santos Lélis
THE PRESIDENT:

I invite Mr Abrahim Bochokco Lislake representative of the Chairperson of the Economic Social and Cultural
Council of the African Union (ECOSAC).

I invite Her Excellency, Mrs Catherine Oduple Chairperson of the African Commission on Human and People’s
Rights.

I invite Dr Issal Chiven the Secretary General and representative of the Chairperson of the Southern African
Development Community Parliamentary Forum.

I invite the Hon. Mike Kennedy Sebalu representative of the Speaker of the East African Legislative Assembly
(EALA)

I invite Hon. Uhuru Moiloa the Deputy Speaker of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature of South Africa.

I invite the Hon. Simeon Obei Mesa Deputy President of the Regional Parliament of Economic Community of
West African Countries(ECOWAS).

I invite the Hon. Magrita Florence President of the Committee on African Affairs in the Senate of the Republic of
Mexico.

Honourable colleagues, it is my honour to invite into the Chamber, His Execellency Hon. James Wani lgga the
Speaker of South Sudan.
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Honourable colleagues, it is also my honour and pleasure to invite the Hon. Fernando dias Piedade dos Santos
the Speaker of the National Assembly of Angola.

Honourable colleagues, today in the gallery, we have a host of dignitaries and I would like to especially welcome
all our dignitaries who are here to witness today’s opening ceremony. Let me especially recognise the presence of
the African diplomatic call, ambasadors and high commissioners accredited to the Republic of South Africa from
various member states of the African Union in our gallery. Your excellencies, you are especially welcome.

Let me also welcome other members of the diplomatic call from other countries who are present in today’s
opening ceremony.

Let me especially recognise the presence of the Hon. Nua eldine elsad the Vice-President of the Arab Parliament
who is also present.

We also have leaders of political parties in South Africa. We have His Excellency Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi
leader of the Inkaza Freedom Party (IFP). You are welcome, your excellency.

We also have General Bantu Holomisa, leader of the United Democratic Movement (UDM).
We also have Mr Mfundisi leader of the United Christian Democratic Party (UCDP).

Honourable collegues, let me also recognise the presence of my dear wife, my jewel of inesteemable value, lady
Mable Amadi.

Distinguished hon. Colleagues, it is now my pleasure and honour to invite His Excellency Hon. Ebrahim Ebrahim
the Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of South Africa to deliver his
message.

MESSAGES OF GOODWILLHON EBRAHIM [DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-
OPERATION, SOUTH AFRICA]:

Your Excrescency the President Hon Amadi and Honourable members of Parliament from the various Parliaments
from African Union Member states presently here, Members of the Diplomatic corps, distiquished guests, Ladies
and genthemen. Good morning, bonsour asalamalikun.

On the behalf of South Africa Government to welcome well all to our country and wish you a successful
deliberations of the Second Ordinary Session of the Third Parliament. We are later told that His Excellency The
President, John Dramani, the President of Ghana as we are aware he is not new to this chamber as he was once a
honourable Member of this body and contributed immensely in the work of Pan African Parliament.

Mr President, as a South African government, we have followed the Debates of this house very closely and this
has impacted positively in finding solutions to the problems affecting Africa. It is our hope that the Pan-African
Parliament will contribute to fight for space within the African Union family. As it will present a very formidable
constituency and it is bigger than an ordinary persons that can find a voice in Africa.

We have followed closely the fact finding missions such as to Mali, sudan and South Sudan. As Members of Africa
union, we welcomed these missions and encouraged various sub-Committees of the Pan-African Parliament to
undertake more of these.

Mr President and Honourable Members, South Africa continues to support the transformation of South African
Parliament from the advisory to a legislative body but we also believed that the consultation process decided
upon by the assembly of the African Union must indeed take place while this process of consultation continues
Pan African Parliament should continue to grow and influence its advisory status.

Mr President Anniversary of the UN and African Union is indeed an occasion to celebrate, we joined the other
African countries in providing a tribute to our continental organization. Among envisaged national activities is
the Lecture to be delivered by President Zuma at selected universities across the country under the theme "Pan
Africanism and Africa renaissance” We may cease the opportunity presented by these celebrations to popularize
the flag and anthem of the African Union among our people. our National Parliaments have also developed its
own programmes. A special commemorative activities is scheduled for next month. These activities will involve
some of our civil societies such as the Media, Ngos and Academia. On the 9™ of August, South African women’s
will be organized to highlight the significant roles that women play within the frame work of the golden jubilee of
Pan African Women organization.
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Mr President the survival of our organization is also a moment of reflection of what we have travelled since our
independence. One thing that is clear is the two objectives we had on the inception of the OAU fifty years ago was
mainly African unity and decolonization has for the most parts been achieved.

What is left for us is to consolidate our unity and to strengthened continental institutions such Pan African
Parliament. As we celebrate the success of OAU /AU we should recollect that our brothers and sisters in saharare
Arab Democratic Republic still suffers from occupation.

Mr President, the celebration of the golden jubilee of our union is the beginning of another journey for the next
fifty years unto 200063. This is the journey we our self must undertake building on the legacy which we inherited
from the fore bearers of pan Africanism. We have a duty to pass to future generation a legacy as rich as that
inherited from those who came before us. The success of our generation would be measured by the extent by
which we overcome challenges of peace and security on the continent as well as underdevelopment, poverty,
inequality and strengthen Democracy and good governance.

Mr President, this is the task given to us by history a task that will define our generation. As South Africa we are
ready to contribute to build up better Africa and a better world, continental and international solidarity and the
transformation of building government institutions. We are grateful that our country is chosen for this organ of
African Union. To this end we will continue to discharge our responsibility in this regard.

In Conclusion, Mr President allow me to reiterate our government wishes for hosting your successful session
and it is our hope that Honourable members will have the necessary energy and zeal to fully participate in the
two weeks long activities. The African people are looking up to you to continue to fly the African union flag high
towards the reinesssance of our continent.

THE PRESIDENT:

Thank you very much you Excellency, hon Ebrahim Ebrahim, Deputy Minister of International Relations and
Co-operation of the Republic of South Africa, hon members, it is now my pleasure to invite the Head of an
institution that has provided support to our Parliament over the past six years in capacity building and in funding
of many our programmes.

DR. FRANNIE LEAUTIER [EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF AFRICAN CAPACITY BUILDING FOUNDATION]:

His Excellency, President of the Pan-African Parliament, Hon Bethel Amadi,
Hon Members of Pan-African Parliament from countries of the African Union,
Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Pan-African Parliament is one of the organs of the African Union. It is charged with the task of
representation of the African people and providing parliamentary oversight on the effective implementation of
the policies and objectives of the African Union to ensure accountability and compliance with the objectives of
the Treaty establishing the African Union.

Indeed, this role has been exhibited by the swearing ceremony we witnessed this morning of the new Members.
The Pan-African Parliament provides a platform for peoples of Africa to be engaged and participate through their
representatives in the liberations and decision making on issues that affect their wellbeing.

Fostering the full participation of the African peoples in the development and economic integration of the
continent is a key mandate of the Pan-African Parliament. It is one of the three arms of Government at the
national level. The legislature is a key player in the development architecture through the responsibilities for
law-making, oversight and representative functions, more so, at the regional and continental levels where
Parliaments are active players in the development and implementation of policies and laws, that directly impact
the development process and by extension the ordinary citizens.

Our continent, Africa, is home to a large reservoir of natural resources that are essential inputs for growth and
development. However, fledgling and weak political, economic, and social environments continue to hinder
effective transformation o this resource to support development. Limitations persist in the knowledge, skills and
technology necessary to transform the natural resources into material resources for developing the continent.

By Laws.Africa and contributors. Licensed under CC-BY. Share widely and freely. 5


https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-attribution
https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-cc-by

Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Second Session of the Third Parliament
African Union, African Regional Bodies

To realize the full potential of its resource-base, the continent needs to make substantial investment in building
and developing appropriate capacity to champion the development process within a transparent and accountable
governance environment.

The mandate of the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) is to build human and institutional capacity
for sustainable growth and poverty reduction in Africa with the key focus on building effective institutions and
supporting accountable governments. The Pan-African Parliament is a key stakeholder in achieving accountable
governments in the African continent. ACBF’s commitment to enhancing transparent and accountable
governments extends to Pan-African Parliament and beyond Pan-African Parliament to other regional and
national legislative institutions as well. And I am very happy to see the leadership from the SADC Parliamentary
Forum, East African Legislative Assemblies and other regional bodies represented here.

In recognition of the key role of the Pan-African Parliament to the continent’s development agenda and
integration process and the need for Pan-African Parliament to be appropriately empowered to deliver on its
mandate the ACBF in 2006 pioneered with the Pan-African Parliament to strengthen its intuitional capacity to
enable it undertake its representation, oversight and legislative functions. Over the years, the partnership has
registered significant achievement in a number of areas. Mr. President let me note a few.

First, strengthening the functioning of Committees through workshops and training activities, aimed at
enhancing the knowledge and skills of Committee Members and Members of Parliament, focusing on issues
pertinent to the development discourse on the continent.

Second, committee operations have also been enhanced through support from the research team to the Bureau of
Committees.

Third, enhancing the visibility of the Pan-African Parliament by supporting the communications department
with media equipment to facilitate effective discharge of its duties.

Fourth, the capacity of the library has also been enhanced through acquisition of library materials and
development of the e-library functionality.

And finally, showing experiences and ideas and generally networking with other development players. And I am
very pleased to see also the Parliament of Mexico represented here and those guests who came from Parliaments
of the Arab world.

The achievement outlined above, notwithstanding, capacity development for the Legislature on the continent
and the Pan-African Parliament in particularly has skill gaps. Legislative deliberation and the conduct of
business by Parliaments on the continent still requires enhanced research and adequately resourced legislative
framework and structures for effective delivery of their mandates.

With the continent’s integration process gathering momentum, the role of the west in continental institutions
like the African Union Commission and the Pan-African Parliament are key building blocks of the integration
framework. This cannot be over emphasized. Quoting from the remarks of His Excellency, President Kagame of
Rwanda, while opening the session of the East African Legislative Assembly sitting in Kigali in mid-April this
year, he said:

"Regional Integration will boost the continent’s ability to stand for its right and exploit its full economic
potential.”

Institutions, like the Pan-African Parliament, are expected to play a leading role in creating and fostering and
enabling environment for the integration process as well as sustainable development. The ACBF is committed
and pledges unwavering support to initiatives focusing on enhancing development on the continent and pledges
to continue working hand-in-hand with institutions critical to sustaining African development drive.

Against this background, Mr. President, the ACBF salutes and stands in solidarity with the Pan-African
Parliament in its quest to foster accountability, transparent governance and participation of citizenry in the
continent’s development agenda.

In conclusion, Mr. President, and I would say this in my native language. Nawashukuru sana Waheshimiwa
Wabunge wa Bunge la Afrika. Nawatakia kila la kheri katika mashauri yenu. Ahsanteni sana.
(Makofi)
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THE PRESIDENT:

I thank you very much, the Executive Secretary of the ACBF, a strong partner for the Pan-African Parliament.
May I now invite Mr Abraham Boichoko, the representative of the Chairperson of the Economic Social and
Cultural Council of the African Union (ECOSOCC).

(Applause)

MR. ABRAHAM BOICHOKO DITHLAKE [ECOSSOC]:

Hon. President of the Pan-African Parliament (PAP), His Excellency Bethel Amadi, hon. Members of the Bureau,
hon. Members of the PAP present today, your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

On behalf of the Economic, Social and Cultural Council of the African Union, it is indeed an esteemed honour
for us to be here today for the Seventh Session of the Legislature of the Third Pan African Parliament. This is

the year of the 50™ Anniversary of the Organisation of the African Unity (OAU). It is within this sense of great
humility and dissipation and hope that I stand here before you today as a representative of ECOSAC. The theme
of the summit which is ‘Pan-Africanism, an African Renaissance’ cannot be more than befitting.

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the very existence of this August body signifies the progress we have
made on the continent since the demise of former colonialism and apartheid. Our great leaders such as Ago
Amento, Ahmed Ben Bella, Julius Nyerere, Jomo Kenyatta Amilcar Cabral, Patrice Lumumba, Oliver Tambo,
Nelson Mandela and many others would arguably take great pride in the existence and function of this House.

These were visionary and selfless leaders, on whose shoulders we stand here today as we navigate the future of
our motherland, a great continent at peace with itself and with others. A continent without hunger and poverty,
a continent with dignified and proud citizens. Ladies and gentlemen, this is a dream that has remained deferred.
It is a dream that African parliamentarians and all the elected representatives of our people must make sure
that they achieve and make a reality. I am very certain and confident that we who are sitting here collectively
appreciate this responsibility to its full extent, and we are indeed ready and have been ready for the past nearly
ten years as Pan-African Parliamentarians.

Ladies and gentlemen, when the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) was formed in 1963, it aimed to foster and
encourage cooperation in solidarity with newly independent African countries and advance the fight against the
remaining vestiges of colonialism, imperialism and apartheid. Today, one of the youngest democracies in Africa
is nearly 20 years old and plays host to the Pan-African Parliament today in South Africa. This PAP is a beacon to
the world which shows that the initial objective of the OAU has indeed been attained. The challenge that remains
today for both the African Union (AU) and its executive leadership is to accomplish the mission bestowed on
them by the visionary and selfless leadership that steered the OAU to achieve its historical objective of liberating
the continent.

It is almost ten years since the PAP came into being. Established in March, 2004 through Article 17 of the
Constitution of the African Union. The PAP is one of the nine organs envisioned in the treaty establishing

the African Economic Community which was signed in Abuja, Nigeria in 1991. It is in this context, ladies and
gentlemen, that the establishment of the PAP was and remains aimed at conferring a common and united space
for the people of Africa to express their desire and vision of a post-colonial Africa, to shape and harness their
collective energy, capacity and aspirations towards a democratically shaped future. This vision was correctly
understood to guarantee the participation of citizens and their contribution in our continental dialogue and
decision making. It was understood that we would share and own our problems and challenges facing the
continent. This is the dream that remains unfulfilled because our PAP remains unauthorised to fulfill its historic
mandate. This mandate is that of ensuring that Africans contribute and participate through their elected
representatives in the process of development of our continent. The objectives of the PAP, like all other organs
of the African Union, need to be strengthened, resolved and empowered so that the PAP can play its historic and
future responsibility in taking the AU to the people and making their dreams real and tangible.

Esteemed ladies and gentlemen, there is a growing sense that these important institutions of our continent
which have the noble vision of bringing hope to Africans remain chained and throttled. In a sense, there is
consternation to the extent in which doubt is beginning is to paralyse our dream for a better AU. Our leadership
must accelerate the empowerment of these institutions so that they can play their roles. Our leadership must
accelerate the momentum towards resolving shared problems, challenges and finding solutions. Our leaders
cannot continue on the current path. They must take citizens and their democratically elected representatives
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and institutions into their confidence and trust, in their patriotic commitment to the development and defense of
our continent.

The PAP is a very important and critical institution of our continent which is positioned to bridge the divide
between the rulers and the governed. I cannot think of any other institution that is democratically attuned to link
and counter balance the interests of the people of Africa, than the PAP is. Together with ECOSAC, the PAP can
both represent the democratic aspirations of the citizens and collectively ensure the sustenance and protection
of other significant organs of our AU in order for them to fulfill their respective mandates. It cannot be, and it
should not have been, that the executive alone, remains as the jury, legislator and implementer at the same time.
Our challenges, ladies and gentlemen are so many. Challenges from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

to the Central African Republic and many others require the collective effort and unity of all the citizens of our
continent so that we share our common budding and shape our collective future. We must share these challenges
in finding the solutions. As ECOSAC, we suppose that the very reason why these organs of the OAU were formed
was to precisely ensure a shared responsibility in the future of our continent. As ECOSAC, and in particular

as a Deputy Presiding Officer for ECOSAC in Southern Africa, I have considered most of these challenges and
because I believe in the African Union’s 2025 Agenda of the Regional Economic Community United in Action.

To this extent, I believe that a parliament is a very important lever of ensuring the democratic essence of our
new Africa. To this extent, the strength unity, and capacity of the regional economic communities cannot be
overemphasized. Together, they can build a strong PAP which will respond to and resonate with the aspiration of
the citizens of our continent.

To this extent, I am of the view that we cannot extend and delay further, the ability of the PAP to be empowered
to indeed take on board the needs, fears, and hopes of our citizens. To this extent, we in Southern Africa as part
of ECOSAC have resolved that we will petition our leaders to ensure that there is indeed a permanent parliament
on our shore precisely because we believe that the strength and capacity of the PAP depends by and large, on
the strength of the regional economic community’s parliaments. We will therefore be calling for citizens of our
region and our continent to support the call for a strong PAP in line with our experience of the East African
Legislative Assembly (EALA).

Ladies and gentlemen, our collective destiny demands action from all of us. We must transform the PAP into a
fully fledged Parliament and to this extent, we must mobilize our people and citizens to ensure that we all move
together. This represents the Africa we want and the Africa we need which will be enhanced and nourished by a
strong Parliament on our continent.

I thank you, Sir.
DR CATHERINE DUPE ATOKI [CHAIRPERSON AFRICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN AND PEOPLE’S RIGHTS]:

His Excellency, the President of the Pan-African Parliament, hon Bethal Amadi, hon members of the Pan-African
Parliament, Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, allow me
today to bring you greetings and best wishes from the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights, the
foremost African Union organ mandated to permit and protect the rights in the continent. I want to express my
appreciation to the President and other hon members of the Pan-African Parliament for inviting me to make a
remark at the ceremony of this Second Ordinary Session of the Third Legislative Pan-African Parliament.

This session is taking place at a very special moment where we begin the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the
African Organisation of African Unity, namely the African Union under the theme of Pan-Africanism and African
Renaissance.

Also not to learn from me, the Pan-African Parliament would be celebrating its third anniversary in 2014. As you

may recall, the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights celebrated its 25™ anniversary last year in
October 2012. These celebrations demonstrate that the African Union and its organs are gradually coming of age.

Your Excellencies, distinguished members, Africa, our beloved continent, has come a long way in its fight against
colonialism, foreign domination and subjugation. Our founding fathers did it with utmost dedication and today
we are beneficiaries of our own binding resolve to take our destinies into our own hands. Dr Kwame Nkrumah, a
visionary Pan-Africanist and staunch advocate of African unity once stated and I quote:

We all want a United Africa. United not only in our concept of what unity connotes, but united in our common
desire to move forward together in dealing with all the problems that can best be solved only on a continental
basis.
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Your Excellencies, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, indeed, united we are. Free from colonialism we are.
But 50 years on, our continent still grapples with challenges of economic integration and social development.
Gross violations of human rights resulting from conflicts, election violations, and unconstitutional change

of government, and more worrisome, from actual disregard by African governments of the various provisions
designed to protect the human rights of our citizens.

While the endemic violations of human rights on the continent cannot be attributed to lack of appropriate
legislation, there remains a number of legislative lacuna to which the Pan-African Parliament is well-situated to
address, by its mandate.

The Mandate of the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights includes recommendations for the
amendment of local legislations by member states where necessary in ensuring the promotion and protection
of human rights in the continent. The Pan-African Parliament as well as the people-centered institution of the
African Union has an important and central role to play in this regard by ensuring that the African continent
enacts legislature decisions that attend to the peculiar African challenges, whilst complying with international
human rights standards.

Your Excellencies, distinguish ladies and gentlemen, the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights
therefore supports the actualization of this mandate and calls on the policy organ of the African Union to
intensify the process of granting full legislative powers to the Pan-African Parliament as contemplated in its
inaugural laws.

The African Commission recognises that the permission and protection of human rights remain a collective
responsibility. It is without regret that I welcome the collective co-operation initiated between the Pan-African
Parliament, the African Commission and also other African Union organs and I hope that this relationship will be
strengthened and sustained.

While we recognise efforts, through policy, made by the African Union to empower the African Union organs for
an effective discharge of their respective mandates, a myriad of challenges still remains that continues to affect
the effectiveness of these institutions. I therefore use this opportunity to call on the African Union to ensure
effective sustenance of its organs through adequate funding and political will.

In conclusion, let me restate the African Commission’s steadfast commitments to working with all the other
organs of the African Union, particularly the Pan-African Parliament in the promotion and defense of human
rights, transparency, good governance and accountability, as we move towards the realization of the common
purpose and destiny as Africans. I wish you success in your deliberation during this session and hope that the
discussions will enhance the effort of the PAP in providing a platform for African People to be more involved in
discussions and decision-making on the challenges and problems affecting our continent. I thank you very much
for your attention. [Applause.]

THE PRESIDENT:

Thank you, very much, Your Excellency, may I now invite Dr Esau Chiviya, Secretary-General Reprehensive of the
Chairperson of the SADC Parliamentary Forum.

DR ESAU CHIVIYA [SECRETARY GENERAL, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF SADC
PARLIAMENTARY FORUM]:

The director of ceremony, the President and Vice-Presidents of the Pan-African Parliament, hon. Members of
the Pan-African Parliament, members of the diplomatic corps, the Clerk of the Pan-African Parliament, invited
guests, distinguished ladies and gentlemen.

I stand before you on behalf of the SADC Parliamentary Forum Chairperson, hon. Ameen Peeroo, the Speaker of
the National Assembly of Mauritius to deliver his message of solidarity and good will.

Due to other pressing parliamentary commitments in Mauritius that require his presence, he is unable to
personally attend the opening ceremony of this 2™ Ordinary Cession of the 3" Legislature of the Pan-African
Parliament. He has therefore requested me to represent him at this opening ceremony and deliver his message of
good will and solidarity. Here is a verbatim presentation of his message.
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I feel greatly honoured to have been invited to attend the opening ceremony of the 2™ Ordinary Session of 3
Legislature of the Pan-African Parliament and at the same time, requested to deliver a message of good will and
solidarity to this august gathering.

Your Excellency, the President of PAP and distinguished guests, the SADC Parliamentary Forum is proud to be
associated with the Pan-African Parliament. As a forum, we fully appreciate the important role that the Pan-
African Parliament plays in ensuring popular participation in the democratic and governance process of our
continent.

It is in this respect that the SADC Parliamentary Forum fully supports the transformation of the Pan-African
Parliament into a fully fledged continental legislative body. The transformation of the Pan-African Parliament
into a legislative body will be another important step in ensuring the strengthening of institutional structures
that will make it possible for the people of Africa and their elected representatives to meaningfully participate in
continental, social, cultural, political and economic development for the benefit of the African continent.

Your Excellency, the President of PAP, distinguished guests, looking at our continent today, one cannot help it
but see the ever widening gap between the many decisions that have been made at various levels of governance
structures and the agonisingly slow pace of implementation of these decisions. For instance, if one was to look at
the piling number of protocols and other instruments that the African Union has passed but remain in the selves
of the African Commission gathering dust without ratification, domestication and implementation by member
states, it is clear that there is a yawning monitoring and follow up gap at continental level.

The transformation of the Pan-African Parliament into a continental and legislative body will go a long way in
responding to this gap as this would better position PAP to effectively monitor and incase of implementation of
all decisions of the AU by member states through regional and national Parliaments.

As clearly stated in Article 3, Section 9 establishing PAP, one of its objectives is to facilitate cooperation

among regional economic communities and their parliamentary fora. Article 11 Section 7 of the same protocol
further provides that one of the functions of PAP is to promote the coordination and harmonisation of policies,
measures, programmes and activities of the regional economic communities in the parliamentary fora of Africa.

Further, Article 18 states that the PAP shall work in close cooperation with the Parliaments of regional economic
communities and the national Parliaments or other deliberative organs of member states. It is worth pointing out
at this point, Your Excellency, that of the five regions of Africa, only the SADC Region does not have a regional
Parliament.

By creating a platform for the mutual cooperation with regional economic communities, the Pan-African
Parliament in furthering popular participation in public policy formulation, implementation and debate through
the involvement of Parliamentarians as the elected representatives of the people of Africa.

The transformation of the Pan-African Parliament into a legislative body will full legislative powers will further
entrench popular participation in the continent’s governance process thereby deepening Africa’s democracy.

Allow me, Your Excellency, to say something on towards a SADC Regional Parliament. Distinguished delegates,
allow me to let you know that the Pan-African Parliament is not alone in its endevour to be transformed into

a legislative body. The SADC Parliamentary Forum is also working towards achieving the same objective. I am
delighted to inform this high powered gathering that there is growing consensus amongst stakeholders in SADC
on the aim to establish a regional Parliament.

Stakeholders across the spectrum believe that a SADC Regional Parliament is the missing link in the current
regional integration mix. There is convergence with regards to the effect that a SADC Regional Parliament will
scale up the integration agenda by providing a parliamentary mechanism to debate and inform us as SADC on the
popular views on the development and other issues affecting SADC.

As the SADC Parliamentary Forum, we strongly believe that the establishment of a SADC Regional Parliament
would be a great asset to both the Pan-African Parliament and indeed the SADC community. In your contacts
with relevant SADC authorities and structures, a lot of support for SADC Regional Parliament would contribute
towards the attainment of this goal and will be greatly appreciated.

I wish you distinguished delegates fruitful deliberations.

By Laws.Africa and contributors. Licensed under CC-BY. Share widely and freely. 10


https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-attribution
https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-cc-by

Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Second Session of the Third Parliament
African Union, African Regional Bodies

I thank you.
(Applause)
THE PRESIDENT:

I thank you, very much.

May I now invite the Hon. Mike Kennedy Sebalu, Representative of the Speaker of EALA Parliament.
HON. MIKE KENNEDY SEBALU [REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SPEAKER OF THE EALA PARLIAMENT]:

Mr. President of pan African Parliament, before I make my statement to this House, I wish to introduce myself.
I am Mike Kennedy Sebalu and I am an African of east African origin. I am proud to be here this morning to
address this distinguished House.

Mr. President of Pan African Parliament, Your Excellency Bethel Amadi, Members of the Bureau, honourable
Members of The Pan African Parliament, Heads of delegation, Members of Diplomatic Corps, distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen. I salute all in the name of African unity and solidarity. Furthermore, I wish to
extend to you fraternal greetings from the RT Honourable Speaker and Members of East African Legislative
Assembly. The speaker sent his personal regards and wishes you an eventful and fruitful session.

My presence, therefore, is in honour of your invitation Mr. President, which is a clear testimony of the cordial
relations between your Parliament and our Legislative assembly.

Mr. President and Honourable Members, I wish to state how gratified and humble I am for the hospitality and the
courtesies extended to me since my arrival last evening.

Mr. President allow me to take this opportunity to congratulate an alumni of this Parliament upon his election
as a President of the Republic of Ghana, His Excellency John Dramani who is the guest of honour on this official

opening of the second session of the 3" Parliament. He deserves a round of Applause for his achievements.

Mr. President you too belongs to the category of Pan African Parliament of high achievers. It, therefore, gives
me pleasure to congratulate you and your vice-Presidents upon your elections to your various offices of this
Parliament.

I am here standing for the first time, my congratulations might be belated but it is well deserved.I think It needs a
round of applause

I have no doubt that you will be able to steer this great institution to greater heights in fulfillment of the
expectation of the Members of this House that voted you into that office.

Mr. President, Honourable Members, allow me to congratulate the honourable Members of the Pan African
Parliament for having been elected by their respective National Parliaments to represent them in this important
continental Parliament. Your Membership to the Pan African Parliament places a great deal of responsibilities
to you in terms of representing the aspirations of the entire African continent. You’re indeed the voice of the
African people.

Mr. President and Honourable Members, this is the third Pan- African Parliament which is preceded by first,
the second Parliaments under the Leaderships of Mongella and Hon Idris Delle respectively. I wish therefore
the Pan African Parliament and all regional Parliaments from the African Continent enjoying the same status
for us to facilitate the integration process proper.It is against this background, therefore that I want to take this
opportunity to call upon the summit of Heads of states and governments of AU to support the adoption of the
review protocol to give Pan-African Parliament fully Legislative powers.

Mr President the best thing we want to see happening to Pan African Parliament is its transformation from

the Advisory and consultative Parliament to a continental Parliament with full Legislative powers.That will
make Pan-African Parliament role relevant and enhance and its full potentials would be exploited for the

benefit of African people.it is indeed in the best interest of the African continent to create a truly continental
Parliament.There should not be any excuses in this regard as there is a precedent on the African continent set by
the East African community that has a Assembly which is the Legislative arm of the community.

Indeed this will provide the bases for Development in Africa.

I thank you
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HON. SIMON OSEI-MENSA [4TH DEPUTY PRESIDENT OF THE REGIONAL PARLIAMENT OF ECOWAS]:
Your Excellency, President of the Pan-African Parliament, Hon Bethel Nnaemeka Amadi

Hon Speakers here present,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguished Invited Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen

I bring you warm fraternal felicitations from the Speaker of the ECOWAS Parliament, who is also the Deputy
Senate President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria who would have wished to be here himself, but coincidentally
the opening ceremony of the 2013 First Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS Parliament is going on simultaneously
in Abuja, Nigeria. It is, therefore, an honour and great pleasure for me, as his representative to address you at
this all important occasion of the formal opening of the Second Ordinary Session of the Third Legislature of the
Pan-African Parliament.

Mr. President, the Honourable Speaker of the ECOWAS Parliament as well as the Bureau is, indeed, delighted
for the invitation extended to us to attend this ceremony. We wish to thank you most sincerely for the warm
reception accorded us since our arrival in this beautiful city of Midrand.

Mr. President, the ECOWAS Parliament pledges its commitment towards enhanced cooperation with the
Pan-African Parliament. This cooperation has numerous advantages meant for the mutual benefit of both
parliamentary institutions. For, although, the Pan-African Parliament is a continental Parliament and ECOWAS
Parliament, a regional Parliament, the two bodies share some common legislative issues.

Mr. President, currently, both Parliaments are in consultative or advisory status. Again, Members of both
Parliaments are elected from the national Parliaments. Mr. President, as a result, these Parliaments are actually
not playing the fundamentals of the normal Parliament.

Consequently, we believe that, continuous collaboration between our parliamentary bodies will no doubt assist
us in sharing knowledge and experiences, learning from each others’ strengths and weaknesses and embarking
upon common approaches to important issues that concern our people. I recall that in November 2009, the Pan-
African Parliament, in collaboration with the ECOWAS Parliament held a Roundtable Meeting in Abuja. Such
joint efforts and initiatives need to be further consolidated, so that together we can get our parliamentary voices
heard both within the continent and even beyond.

Mr. President, dear colleagues, ECOWAS Parliament since its inauguration in 2000 has not played any traditional
role of a Parliament which include, among others, making legislation, oversight, budget approval and vetting of
statutory appointees. Similarly, the Pan-African Parliament since its inauguration has had these challenges.

During the Opening Session of your Second Legislature, President Jacob Zuma in his Keynote Address said it is
time the Pan-African Parliament is given full legislative powers and its Members elected by universal suffrage.
Mr. President, I sincerely, associate myself with this statement.

In fact, I am of a strong conviction that the time is due, if not overdue, for our continental and regional

bodies such as African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to build
strong democratic institutions for the promotion of the rule of law, good governance and effective utilisation

of resources by ensuring accountability and transparency. These ingredients of democracy are in no doubt
fundamental pre-requisites for development, peace, stability as well as the wellbeing of the people we represent.

Mr. President, permit me at this juncture, to appreciate your efforts at enhancing the powers of the Pan-African
Parliament. We are aware that this Parliament has taken giant strides in that direction. In similar vein, the
ECOWAS Parliament is also in the process of getting its powers enhanced.

We have undertaken a study and have already produced a draft Supplementary Act. This Act is expected to
replace the existing Supplementary Protocol relating to the ECOWAS Parliament. We have embarked on an
intensive advocacy at the level of West African Heads of State and Government, Ministers in charge of Foreign
Affairs and Integration issues as well as experts from Member States. We have also carried along the leadership of
the ECOWAS Commission, especially the President, Vice President and Sectorial Commissioners.
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We are highly grateful to the Heads of State and Government, Ministers as well as the leadership of the ECOWAS
Commission for the cooperation, understanding and support given to our project so far. We are highly optimistic
that with the level of support we are receiving, the issue of enhancing the powers of the ECOWAS Parliament is
close to being a reality.

Mr. President, dear colleagues, the campaign for the enhancement of the Pan-African Parliament, the ECOWAS
Parliament and other Regional Parliaments should be viewed seriously. As Members of Parliament who have the
privilege of working for improvement in the status of our Parliaments, we must consider ourselves lucky that
history has provided us the opportunity to spearhead this transformation. We must bear in mind that we are not
the beneficiaries of the end product of the transformation process. We are merely its harbingers.

Mr. President, the benefit of enhancement may, therefore, never accrue to us but to those who will come after
us and ultimately the people we represent, because their voices will be heard loud and clear since they will have
a stronger representation both at the AU and in ECOWAS. The main idea is to deepen the ethos of democracy
whose end-result is the betterment of the living conditions of the people. We must therefore, forge ahead with
even more determination and vigour so that we can arrive at the "Promised Land."

It is on this note that, Mr. President, dear colleagues, I congratulate Members of the Pan-African Parliament
on holding this Second Ordinary Session of the Third Legislature and wish you all fruitful and successful
deliberation.

Thank you.
Merci!
Obrigado!

PRESIDENT [Amadi] Honourable Members, may I now invite the Hon. Magrita Florence, President of the
Committee on African Affairs in the Senate of the Republic of Mexico.
HON. MAGRITA FLORENCE [VICEPRESIDENTE DE LA CAMARA DE DIPUTADOS DE MEXICO]:-

Excelentisimo senior Honorable Bethel Amadi presidente del Parlamento Pan Africano.
Honorables miembros del Parlamento Pan Africano Distinguidos invitados.

Me es muy grato dirigirme a ustedes en representacién del honorable congreso de la unién de mi pais México, con
un mensaje de amistad y solidaridad en la apertura de la sesién ordinaria del tercer Parlamento Pan Africano.

En nombre del presidente de la mesa directiva del senado de la Republica, el senador Ernesto Cordero Arroyo y
del presidente de la mesa directiva de la Camara de Diputados, el diputado Francisco Arroyo Villeda, agradezco la
invitacion que el honorable presidente Amadi extendiera a ambas cdmaras.

Este es un momento histérico al ser la primera ocasién en que una delegacién Mexicana participa en las sesiones
del Parlamento Pan Africano. Confio que sea a penas el inicio de una larga y fructifera relacion entre nuestras
instituciones.

Africa experimenta una etapa llena de dinamismo y oportunidades. El mundo entero est4 dirigiendo sus ojos

a esta region del mundo, atentos al extraordinario desempeno econdmico en muchos de sus paises durante la
ultima década, a la construccion de instituciones democraticas solidas, asi como a sus vibrantes manifestaciones
culturales y artisticas.

Aplaudimos el gran esfuerzo que han realizado los paises Africanos para consolidar sus instituciones regionales.
Esfuerzo del que este Parlamento es una de sus mds brillantes muestras.

Sabemos que gracias a los intercambios que aqui se generan sobre los diferentes temas que atanan a nuestras
sociedades se logra armonizar leyes y acercarles mas como pueblos hermanos en busca de mejores condiciones de
bienestar mutuo.

Si bien es cierto que Africa afronta desafios en algunas regiones, la Unién Africana se ha convertido en un factor
central para garantizar la paz y estabilidad en el continente.

Africa es un continente rico en recursos naturales, pero sobre todo de una extraordinaria riqueza humanay
diversidad cultural.
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Entre los paises Latinoamericanos y Africanos, especialmente en México subsiste una alianza natural al
enfrentarnos a retos comunes, como la bisqueda de mejores condiciones de vida, salud, educacién para nuestras
sociedades, la lucha contra la pobreza y la desigualdad, los retos del cambio climatico y la lucha contra el hambre
asi como la defensa de los intereses de los paises en desarrollo en el marco de las instituciones multilaterales.

Nuestra participacién en esta segunda sesién ordinaria es muestra del interés de México de fortalecer sus
relaciones con todos los paises del continente Africano. Confio que esta visita sentara las bases para una futura
cooperacion interparlamentaria que se transforma en acciones concretas en benéfico de nuestros pueblos.
También es importante mencionar la coincidencia de que México celebra Veinte afos de relaciones bilaterales
con Sud Africa con nuestra presencia en su pais en estos momentos y también un gran jubilo por la celebracién
reciente de su dia nacional.

Para nosotros, para mi como senadora de la republica es muy importante y es un honor estar compartiendo con
los parlamentarios, porque yo soy presidenta de la comision de relaciones exteriores Africa.

En nombre del Congreso Mexicano hago votos por el éxito de sus deliberaciones y les transmito nuestros mas
sinceros deseos de bienestar y prosperidad para sus naciones.

Muchas Gracias.
THE PRESIDENT:

I thank you very much Hon. Magrita Florence and the rest of the delegation from Mexico that have honoured us
today with your presence.

Honourable members, it is my singular honour and pleasure to invite the honourable Speaker of the Republic
of South Sudan, His Excellency, James Wani Igga who is here in our midst today. Your Excellency, you have the
Floor.

JAMES EAGER WANTI [NATIONAL SPEAKER OF THE REPUBLIC SOUTH SUDAN]:

Mr. President, Honourable members of Pan African Parliament, greetings to all of you. Is a great honour for
me and my delegation to have been invited to attend this sitting of the Pan African Parliament which was
established when our people were in the fate of their liberation.

I am further privileged to convey greetings from Our President and people of South Sudan, As I stand here before
you for the first time, I would like to underline that we are also grateful to all African nations and countries
and all organizations in other parts of the world Mr. President,Honourable Members in the achievement of
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005. All through the six years of transition, after the independence of
9 July 2011, we shall continue to press on, and this will inspire us to succeed in our nation building efforts.

Your Excellencies, the Pan African Parliament is held at the right time for the right course and the right venue..In
the first year of implementation, we were taught that if all the oceans were one what a great sea it would be. If
the great Land catches the great Earth to cut down the great trees.What a great thing it will be! This emphasizes
unity. Unity of the African Country and the unity of the world Brothers and sisters the newest Republic of South
Sudan is here today to catch the great Earth with you.l am sure together we will make a great strive. We must
congratulate ourselves on this wisdom and vision in creating this admirable Parliament.

Your excellencies the President, Honourable Members, for us in South Sudan our fight for self determination was
a long and bitter one. The young Republic of south Sudan seceded long after independence from Britain in 1966.
It was characterized by oppression, discrimination and marginalization based on religion and wealth. There was
inequality in the distribution of services and exploitation. This resulted to coups, mutiny which generated to
civil unrest.This led to violation of Human rights of the marginalized regions such as Darfour, the Blue Nile and
Lubber Mountains and Eastern Sudan.

Your Excellencies, Honourable Members this devastation ended by signing of the Comprehensive Peace

Agreement in Kenya on the 9" July 2005.The CPA contributed to relative peace and ushered in Liberty. On the 9
January 2011, about 98% of South Sudanese voted overwhelmingly for the right to be independent from Sudan.

Our Republic was declared independent in 2011, plagued by many challenges as a result of neglect and
marginalization compounded by civil wars. Not only that, some of the provisions and protocols of the CPA were
not honored.This included Abbey protocol and the border demarcation that were not implemented and that
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became a source of many quarrels between the two sister countries.Three days ago,Khartoum Militias attacked a
UN convoy in Abbey killing one soldier, one prominent Leader from the area. and UN soldiers were wounded.

Your Excellencies, we are grateful for the support from the Pan African Union that brought the two sisters to a
new understanding in order to resolve the outstanding issues mentioned. The union attempt is largely successful
which is headed by one of the prominent sons of this country, Thambo Mbeki.

The peaceful co-existence of the two Nations was brought up on the 27September last year and the recent
implementation matrix and historic visit of Bashir to Juba last month. The African union, UN and this remarkable
Parliament have called for extra efforts on the republic of Sudan to be done according to the matrix and accept
the referendum of Abbey according to the recommendation of African union panel.

Your Excellency the President, we in South Sudan want maximum durable peace and there is no doubt about
this. Our new nation has showed remarkable signs of peace. Internal conflicts are as a result of poverty,
underdevelopment and the proliferation of small arms in the hands of civilians.To build a nation we have

to address a multiple of problems facing the people of the country including providing basic social services
equitably among the different communities in the country. In this context the president has agreed to establish
the National reconciliation council to reconcile all groups in the country.

The council will not only work to reconcile the warring communities and rebel groups, but all the grievances that
occurred during the history of the war.

Your Excellency Mr. President, the Republic of South Sudan is joining the community of free and independent
nations. This will help to address the challenges associated with nation building. We are joining the rest of you
now to learn the experiences from you and cut together to suit our new situation. We are proud and enthusiastic
to be a central part of the true African block,. With energy we believe that together, in a determine effort; can
make mountains tailored by this Parliament.

That is why I agreed with my brother that as a Parliament we need Legislative powers. The business of this
Parliament requires a tireless war against poverty. This can meaningfully raise the living standard of the African
people with particular emphases on democracy. The principal challenge of Sub Sahara Africa is that economic
development is not put in the epicentre of peace agenda. This agenda must start to address the problems faced by
the rural areas to begin see the Light of the day that is, the Economic growth. We need to move primary products
to a market of exportable secondary products.Any reasonable parliament must create a workable market within
the Sub-Saharan African and beyond. Our respective Parliaments and this Parliament must vigorously fight
corruption which inhibits any economic development and investment.

I thank you.
THE PRESIDENT:

Thank you your Excellency the Honourable Speaker of the Republic of South Sudan, the youngest member of the
AU. We look forward to having members of your Parliament joining us here in the PAP.

Honourable members, it is my singular honour and pleasure to invite the Honourable Speaker of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Angola His Excellency, Fernando Dias Piedade Dos Santos. We are honoured to have
you.

HON. FERNANDO DA PIEDADE DIAS DOS SANTOS [PRESIDENTE DA ASSEMBLEIA NACIONAL DE ANGOLA]:-

Sua Excelencia Bethel Amad, Presidente do Parlamento Pan-Africano
Excelentissimos Senhores Presidentes dos Parlamentos Regionais.
Excelentissimos Senhores Presidentes dos Parlamentos Nacionais
Excelentissimos Senhores Membros do Parlamento Pan-Africano
Distintos Convidados

Minhas Senhoras e Meus Senhores.

Permitam-me que exprima em nome da Assembleia Nacional da Reptblica de Angola, a nossa enorme satisfacao
em participar nesta segunda sessao ordinaria da Terceira Legislatura do Parlamento Pan-Africano conhecido
como a voz dos povos do continente ber¢o da humanidade.
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A Uniao Africana completa 10 anos na busca de novos rumos para Africa, mas a luta pela emancipacao dos povos
e contra o neo-colonialismo conduzidas sob a égide da OUA completa a 12 de Julho 50 anos.

Vaérias conquistas alcancadas a diversos niveis representam etapas de um longo percurso que comporta desafios
de Ambito politico, cultural, social, econémico e tecnoldgico. Continuaremos firmes e unidos a trilhar este
percurso com determinacao e esperanca de um futuro promissor para Africa. Na actualidade, a visao da Uniao
Africana que vem expressa nos seus estatutos aponta trés objectivos prioritarios, que sao: acelerar a integracao
politica e socio-econémica do continente; promover a paz, a seguranca e a estabilidade do continente; e
promover o desenvolvimento duradouro nos planos econémico, social e cultural.

Nesta visao, o Parlamento Pan-Africano com atribuigoes meramente consultivas, mas que vem se constituindo,
cada vez mais, num importante foco de debates dos problemas que afligem o nosso continente. Essa sessao
ordindria vai analisar temas candentes de importancia estratégica para o presente e o futuro da Uniao Africana
em geral, bem como para o Parlamento Pan-Africano e os Parlamentos Africanos em particular. Por essa razao,
aceitamos o vosso convite, com o qual nos sentimos muito honrados.

A abordagem nesta sessao do tema sobre o mecanismo de revisao dos pares e sobre o estado da Uniao Africana
sao provas do empenho colectivo das instituicoes africanas de materializar os objectivos do desenvolvimento
estratégico que coloca a paz, a democracia e a boa governanca politica e econémica no topo da agenda africana.

Apraz-me reconhecer que muitos progressos foram realizados, mas o sonho de uma Africa totalmente livre

e independente, ainda nao esté concretizado. Estamos numa era de mudanca para o progresso. Na década de
2000-2010, a Africa apresentou indices de crescimento acima da média mundial, pelo que dos dois paises com
maior crescimento, seis sao africanos.

Exceléncias

Os objectivos do Parlamento Pan-Africano reflectidos no seu protocolo constitutivo continuam sendo actuais,
passado que sao 9 anos desde a sua criado.

O Estado Angolano, em particular a Assembleia Nacional de Angola, sentem-se honrados por terem contribuido
no processo de criado deste importante 6rgao continental, quer do ponto de vista dos recursos humanos, quer
financeiros. Pelo efeito, cientes de que o desenvolvimento sustentado de Africa e dos seus povos dependem
igualmente da criado de mecanismos institucionais capazes de confrontarem os desafios comuns por si
enfrentados. Com efeito, hoje, a Africa é chamada a reagir de forma concertada a uma variedade de desafios e
oportunidades que se lhe apresentam face a um sistema internacional imprevisivel.

Sendo a paz e a seguranza condi*oes indispensaveis para a prosperidade das nossas populares, aliada a promodo
dos direitos humanos e do estado de direito, preocupa-me sobretudo a instabilidade politica reinante em alguns
paises, mormente na Guiné-Bissau, na Cote d'Ivoire, no Mali e na Reptblica Democratica do Congo.

Estamos convencidos que a resoluto pacifica dos conflitos passa pela solu*ao das partes de que os compromissos
assumidos devem ser cumpridos em respeito aos principios da convivencia pacifica, convergencia de ac*ao,
solidariedade e defesa dos interesses nacionais e regionais. A vontade politica nao basta. Precisamos de elevar a
consciencia dos nossos povos e unirmo-nos num compromisso solene de defesa dos interesses comuns africanos,
preservando o respeito pelas identidades culturais e niveis de desenvolvimento dos estados membros.

Excelencias

E nosso entender que os problemas de Africa devem ser resolvidos por africanos e no quadro das suas
instituifoes. Nesta conformidade, Angola, ao assumir este mes a Presidencia do Conselho de Paz e Seguranza da
Uniao Africana continuando a emprestar o seu savoir-faire para resoluto dos conflitos no acto da implementa”*ao
da arquitectura de paz e seguranza da Uniao Africana.

Consideramos que os ideais dos fundadores do Pan-Africanismo e da Organizado da Unidade Africana
permanecem cada vez mais actuais neste mundo interconectado, onde esfor*os de integrado politica e econdmica
representam uma resposta satisfatéria chamado o lado escuro da globalizado. E por isso que saudamos as
iniciativas tendentes a reforjar a Uniao Africana e suas instituides, incluindo a redefinido da fundo de consultoria
exercida pelo Parlamento Africano.
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A terminar, gostaria de informar que a Assembleia Nacional de Angola iniciou a sua terceira legislatura em
Setembro de 2012. Estando a desenvolver o seu processo interno de organiza”“ao, ditados pelos resultados
eleitorais sufragados. Reitero em nome da Assembleia Nacional de Angola, os nossos agradecimentos pela
oportunidade que nos foi conferida para proferir esta mensagem, em tao augusto auditério.

Muito obrigado pela Vossa ateneo.

Aplausos
PRESIDENT:

I thank you your Excellency Mr Speaker, for delivering that solidarity message.

Your Excellencies, my hon. Colleagues, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, I will now suspend our sitting to
allow the Bureau of Parliament to meet our guest of honour, His Excellency, John Dramani Mohama, President of
the Republic of Ghana and Her Excellency, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, Chairperson of the African Union.

I thank you, Sir.
HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN DRAMANI MAHAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA:

Hon President of the Pan-African Parliament and my good friend, Hon Bethal Amadi, Her Excellency Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma, Chairperson of the African Union Commission, the hon Fernando da Piedade dos Santos and

I hope I got it right, Speaker of the National assembly of Angola, the hon James Wani Igga, Speaker of South
Sudan, hon Margarita Flores, President of the Committee on African Affairs in the Mexican Senate, the hon
Simon Muchemwa, for the Deputy President of the Regional Parliaments of Economic Community Of West
African States, ECOWAS, hon Mike Kennedy Sealu, representative of the Speaker of the East African Legislative
Assembly, EALA, Parliament, Dr Esau Chiviya, Secretary General, Representative of the Chairperson of the SADC
Parliamentary Forum, Mrs Catherine Dupe Atoki, Chairperson of the African Commission on Human and People’s
Rights, Mr Abraham BoiChoko Ditlhake, Representative of Chairperson of Economic, Social and Cultural Council
of the African Union, Dr Frannie Leautier, Executive Secretary of the African Capacity Building Foundation, all
hon members of this august Parliament, staff, invited quests, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, it is indeed

a tremendous honour for me to be granted the rare privilege of being invited once again to address an opening
session of this august Assembly.

Mr. President, conventional wisdom says that a house is not automatically a home, but in this case and in this
House, let me say that I feel very much at home. [Applause.] That is because I was a part of this House when it
was inaugurated in Addis Ababa in 2004. I remained a member until 2008 when I was elected Vice-President.

Even after my departure, during my tenure as Vice President, and now as President of the Republic of Ghana, I
have always maintained a deep respect for this House, and a sense of fellowship with its members as they strive,
quite admirably, to attain the goals and objectives of this continental Parliament.

It is no coincidence that this current address follows a number of enthusiastic statements of support and
solidarity read this morning on the floor of this House.

I would like to add my voice to that chorus and speak to the theme of solidarity as a goal of this House, and
solidarity as a necessity for Africa.

In 1963 when the Organisation of African Unity was founded, one of its primary functions was to establish a
home for the people of Africa.

A home that was not beholden to the artificial boundaries that had kept us divided for so long, boundaries that
had kept us from fully recognizing that we are one family, brothers and sisters, bound together by a shared
destiny.

This was a visionary undertaking: a home built not with brick and mortar, but with the desire for Pan-African
solidarity and progress. It was especially visionary at that time in African history because after generations of
domination, colonies were finally becoming independent and struggling to find answers to the various questions
and problems of leadership and development that came with liberation.

Those post-colonial years - the lost decades, as they have been called - were full of turbulence and instability.
The forward motion of our continent and its young democracies was often undermined by dictatorships, coup
d'états, and civil wars.
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This undermined the priorities and objectives of the Organisation of African Unity.
The short-sightedness of that moment in Africa’s growth was necessary.

It afforded each nation and its people the opportunity to find a way to start fulfilling the promise that
independence offers, the promises that had been broken by corruption, mismanagement and poor leadership.

Despite those difficult years, Mr. President, the Organisation of African Unity remained. Its presence, however
minimal or seemingly inconsequential in the day-to-day lives of African people at the time, was in itself another
promise of independence that was yet to be fulfilled.

It has been said that the measure of an individual is evidenced not by the number of times he or she falls, but
rather the number of times that he or she has been able to rise and stand tall after a fall. It stands to reason that
the same could be said of a nation, or of a continent. The same can be said of Africa.

Africans are a resilient people. We have always risen and stood again after falling, slavery, colonisation, civil
wars, drought and hunger.

We have watched as nations, one after the other, have transitioned from war to peace, from dictatorship to
democracy, from poverty to economic stability.

The world has watched as Africa has transitioned from a continent to be pitied, patronised and negatively
portrayed, into a continent whose nations now command attention and respect on the international stage. In
other words, Africa has transitioned itself into a force to be reckoned with.

The more confident that we Africans, and the world at large, have become of our social, political and economic
institutions, the more relevant that common home of ours, the Organisation of African Unity, which over the
years also made its own transition into the African Union, has become to our future.

Mr. President, at this crucial moment in Africa’s development, the importance of a continental legislative forum
such as the Pan-African Parliament, cannot be overemphasized.

There is only one word that comes to mind when I consider the consolidation of democracy that has taken place
over the last decade alone, when I look at the sub-regional integration that has taken place and the steady
movement toward a continent-wide integration, and that word is "inspiring."

It is inspiring because it indicates that Africa’s possibilities are limitless. It is inspiring because it proves to us
and to the world that Africans should not be underestimated and that Africa should never be counted out.

If ever we should fall, we will, without a doubt, rise and stand taller, and stronger than before. This is an exciting
time for Africa. This is an exciting time to be in Africa. It is an exciting time to be an African. [Applause.]

I do not discount the challenges we still face but I believe it is surmountable. Mr. Speaker, now is the time for

the Pan African Parliament to make its own transition, from that of a deliberative body to that of a legislative
one. Now is the time for the Pan African Parliament to solidify the energy of solidarity and hope that is sweeping
across the continent.

The African Union must hasten its evolution into a union of people, and not merely a union of governments.
The Pan African Parliament can contribute to that process by organising the election of its members through
Universal Adult Suffrage in our member countries.

[Applause.]

I believe that this major step, when taken, will put an end to the delay in granting this House, full legislative
powers.

I have been a fervent advocate of the House being granted full legislative powers because the challenges facing
our nations are increasingly becoming ones that have no regard for national boundaries. Challenges such as
effectively enforcing laws to end the trafficking of drugs and the trafficking of human beings; addressing the
impact of climate change, deforestation, desertification, and land degradation. It is more and more boundaries
that cut across national sovereignty.

We would be better able to prevent, regulate, and even reverse these situations if we handled them as one unified
body as opposed to many individual countries, some with limited reach or resources.
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Mr. President, there are a number of other benefits to this House having full legislative powers, one of which
is the complete erasure of the final vestiges of colonisation, the most pervasive of which are the artificial
boundaries that still keep us divided.

We must work towards achieving a system of governance in which no African, for the purpose of short-term
passage, is considered a foreigner in another African country.

We must enact laws that allow people, goods and services to move freely across the continent so as to establish
and integrate free trade areas. This can only be of benefit to individual nations and to the continent as a whole.

Mr. President, with the Pan-African Parliament having full legislative powers, we can, at last, turn the vision our
founding fathers had nearly 50 years ago, on May 25th, 1963, when they established the Organisation of African
Unity into a reality; the vision of Pan-African progress, of one home under whose roof our brotherhood and
sisterhood are reinforced through the promotion and protection of our mutual interests.

Indeed, there is strength in unity. Our founding fathers recognised this simple fact. That is why long before there
was a European Union, there was the Organisation of African Unity.
[Applause.]

Our founding fathers knew that this would be our way forward. And Mr President, despite minor differences of
opinion as to how precisely this House and the overall African Union should be empowered, we all know it as well
that unity is the way to go.

That is why we have assembled regularly over the years and that is why we are gathered here again today. It is
because we understand that Africa’s solidarity is the key to Africa’s continued success and survival. I thank the
members of this august House for your attention. God bless Africa, God bless all of us.

[Applause.]

THE PRESIDENT:

Please be seated. Honourable colleagues, in accordance with provisions of Rule 38 (1) (h) of our Rules of
Procedure, it is with pleasure that I invite into the Chamber His Excellency, the Vice-President of the Arab
Parliament, hon. Noe Eldim Elsad and his colleague, hon. Ali Fatal Elbaounch, a member of the Arab Parliament.
(Applause)

The Pan-African Parliament and the Arab Parliament have had a long standing relationship and we have signed
a memorandum of understanding and partnership. In that spirit, may I invite hon. Noe Eldim Elsad, the Vice-
President of the Arab Parliament to give us a short goodwill remark.

HEHABY HBHHBHHH

HEH#H HEHHBHHH BHABHATS HHBH HHBHH BHH HBH HE BHARE HEBHER HHBHHBHE HEHHBHAH B3 HEHHH BHEE #4 #EHHEH
HEHHABHIR B HBH HHBHARY HEHHAR HHBHIH BHABHHRE HHBH HH BHABRTE RHHABHAR BHARS B8 HHBHAR BHABHHE HHBHHH
HUBHIE HH I B B B HH BRI R R e e O1 # ### 01 #ais it 2D #iiiat
HEHABHAR BHH BHAR BRI HE BHABHH BHERBHHT BHEBHIRR HHBHEBHE HBHAR BHABE HBHE #E HHBH BHBHEBHE #BHH ###
HEHABY HEHHH BHAR BHABHAR BHABY HEHHTH HHBHHT BHAR BHEBHARE HEH HHE HHE BHABHAT BHABHHBHAH BHH #HHHH
HE HHBHIHH BHARY HH BHABHIH BHA HE HHE BHAE BHERE BHBHAR BHAR BHERE HRHT ARERBHE BHEABHAR BHABHH #H
HEHABHH B HHBHHE BHHABHARY HHH HHBHE RRHARE HRBHAR BHBHT #RHAR BHABHAR HHE B3 #RBHRH B> HBHARBHAR
HEHABHAR BHABHAR HHEH HH BHEH BHABRHE BHABHAR BHABHH BHEBRIRR HHBHHRR HHBHE BRERBHH BHIEHR B HARHHHE
HEHHBHI HHHHR HHE BHABHAR BHABY HEH HHBHH BHHH BHEBHE #E BHEBHAR HHBHE HBE HEH# HHE BHER HEBHER #HBHH
HEH HEHHBH HHBHI HE HHBHE HREH BRI B SR8 BHBHARRT RREH 7S HRHHBHE ARHHBHE #7 HHBHE HBHAR BHAR ##

HEHH B HABY HE B BHEH B HRBHARHABE HHH BHBHE ARHHR BHAR 1 ARHAR BHABHH BHE #BE HERHABE #E BHABHHR
HEH HEHH HE BHARE HBHHBE HHBHE BHERE BHBHBHR BH> BREH BHE BRHABHEBE HHBHAR BHABHYE BHEBHERE HH HBHH B###
#itt 21 1 2 SHit #it# ##t# HiHH ] #HHHEE BRI R #21 Q2 BHARHIHE # BRI #33E #8100

HEH HEHHE HBHAR BHABHHE BHABHHHT BHARY HHBHARY HRBT #REHBE HHBHAR BHABHARY HRBHHE BHHE BHERBE HBHHH B #EHHH
HEHABHH BHERBHA BHAR B HE BHABHHE RREABHAR BHAR HH BHEH B3 HRBHARHAR BHABHAR #H ARHABHAR BHABHHBY ##
HEHAR HHEBHAR HHE BHABHH BRI HBH HRBHABY HEHHABHAR BHBH HHR BHARHHBY

THE PRESIDENT:

I thank you very much your Excellency, the Vice President of the Arab Parliament for delivering that solidarity
message.
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Honourable members, in accordance with the provisions of Rule 38 (1) (d) of our rules of procedure, it is with
great pleasure that I now invite the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC), Her Excellency, Dr
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma.

Honourable members, we are honoured to have in our midst an illustrious and accomplished daughter of Africa
whose intimidating track record of accomplishments speaks volumes, and this is why the African Union (AU)
could not have made a better choice for the exalted position of Chairperson of the AUC and we welcome her to
our Chamber today for the first time since her election as Chairperson of the AUC.

HON. NKOSAZANA DLAMINI ZUMA [CHAIRPERSON OF AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION]:

Hon Speaker, Hon. Bethal Amadi, President of the Pan-African Parliament, hon. Vice Presidents of the Pan
African Parliament, hon. members of the Pan-African Parliament, hon. Vice Presidents of the Pan-African
Parliament, hon. Members of the Pan-African Parliament and the hon. Speaker of the National Assembly of
Angola, Fernando da Piedade Dias Dos Santos, the Vice President of the Mexican Chamber of Deputies, the
representative of the President of the Mexican Chamber of Deputies, hon. Alida Alavette, the first Deputy
President of the Regional Parliament of ECOWAS, hon. Simon Asuimense, the representative of the Speaker of
the EALA Parliament, hon. Mike Kennedy Sebalu, the Secretary General representative of the Chairperson of
SADC Parliamentary Forum DR Chiviya, Chairperson of the African Commission of Human and People’s Rights,
Mrs. Dupe Atoki, representative of the Chairperson of Economics Social and Council of the African Union, Mr.
Abraham Dithlake, the Executive Secretary of the African Capacity Building Foundation Dr Frannie Leautier,
members of the Diplomatic Corps, the Clerk and staff of Parliament, ladies and gentlemen, hon members; It give
me great pleasure to address this august organ of the African Union and interact with you as the representatives
and voice of the citizens of Africa. This opportunity provides us with a platform to share reflections and exchange
ideas on the state of our Union and continent.

Our collective reflections are important as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of our continental
organisation, the OAU/AU. It is a moment of celebration, but it also provides us with opportunities to reflect on
the past, to assess the present and the to plan the route towards a prosperous and peaceful future.

Hon members, the 50th anniversary is celebrated under the theme Pan Africanism and African Renaissance. The
theme captures the core principles and shared values of African development: people-driven and centered, unity
and solidarity, self-determination, as well as the resolve not only to rid ourselves of poverty, disease and war, but
to work for a peaceful and prosperous continent that takes its rightful place in the world.

One of Africa’s Nobel Peace Laureates, Nkosi Albert Luthuli urged in 1964, and I quote:

Let me invite Africa to cast her eyes beyond the past and to some exten the present with their woes and
tribulations, trial and failures and some successes and see herself as an emerging continent, bursting to freedom.

This is Africa’s age - the dawn of her fulfillment, yes the moment she must grapple with destiny to reach the
summits of sublimity.

During this year, we will all participate in the discussions on the African story since independence and I know the
Pan-African Parliament has scheduled a special debate on Pan Africanism and African Renaissance in the next
week.

Today, however, we are focusing on the present state of our Union and continent, so as to enable us to answer the
question, where to go over the next fifty years.

Hon members, our continent is once again infused with a sense of optimism and unimaginable opportunities,
with a number of positive indicators and trends.

Firstly, Africa’s dynamic demographics present a unique opportunity. There are already 52 cities in Africa with
more than 1 million inhabitants. By 2025, a quarter of the population under 25 will be living in Africa, a quarter
of the world’s population, 50% of Africans will be living in cities by 2030, our working age population will reach
1,1 billion by 2040 and our total population will be over 2 billion by 2050. Africa’s middle class continues to
expand, currently estimated at over 350 million with more people pursuing opportunities in the cities. Young
people with their energy, creativity, vitality and enthusiasm are seen as representing the most dynamic human
resources available and with women representing just over half of the continent’s population. Africa’s greatest
resource and potential is clearly its people - now and into the future.

By Laws.Africa and contributors. Licensed under CC-BY. Share widely and freely. 20


https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-attribution
https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-cc-by

Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Second Session of the Third Parliament
African Union, African Regional Bodies

On the economic front the continent’s growth has now averaged 5% per year for more than a decade, higher than
at any other period since the early 1970s. Africa was the second-fastest growing region in the world after Asia
from 2000 to 2008.

In 2010, 10 of the 15 fastest growing economies in the world were African and it is projected that seven of the 10
fastest growing economies in the world in the next five years will be African. It is projected that the continent’s
combined GDP will be US S 2,5 trillion is set to double by 2020.

Domestic consumer markets are growing with the private sector acting as a powerful engine for growth. Exports
and markets for African products are becoming more diversified, with the potential to reduce over-reliance on
North-South trading relationships, and growing significance of the South-South trade for the African continent.
The value of trade with Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, BRICS, for example is reported to have
moved nine-fold from $ 10 billion in 2000 to $ 160 billion in 2012.

Since 2000, investment in Africa has increased from 15,9% of the GDP to over 22% in 2012. Though low in
comparison to Asia, this trend is expected to continue as an increasing number of the region’s economies are able
to tap into the international capital market to help address infrastructure constraints. Africa received its largest
ever share of global foreign direct investment, FDI, in 2011. In 2011 FDI grew by 27%, pushing Africa’s share of
the world’s investment to almost a quarter. FDI inflows stand at $80 billion and is forecast to reach $150 billion
by 2015.

Between 2003 and 2011 there is a reported 23% compound growth rate in intra-African investment into new
FDI projects. Investments by Africans into Africa as a proportion of total number of FDI projects was reported

to have more than doubled, and in 2011 it accounted for 17% of all new FDI projects. Over the period, Kenya and
Nigeria investments in Africa have grown by 77,8% and 73,2%, respectively, while that of South Africa has grown
by 63,8%. In addition, three of the world’s best performing stock exchanges are in Africa.

With regard to infrastructure, there is no question that there are also pockets of progress. In the areas of
telecommunications, whereas African telephone connectivity was just one-tenth of global average in the
mid-1990s, by 2011, it was half the global average, growing at a whopping 20% per year between 2006 and 2011.
Thus, in 2011, Africa became the second largest mobile market in the world after Asia, with about 620 million
mobile connections.

Africa’s fastest absorption of information, communication technologies has resulted in enhanced innovation in
many areas such as access to health services, agriculture support, micro-finance access and improving access of
rural producers and entrepreneurs to markets. Currently, the mobile phone industry represents 3,5% of Africa’s
GDP and employs over 5 million people. Using mobile phone technology, Kenya’s M-Pesa provides banking
services to more than 70% of the country’s adult population, becoming a global benchmark in mobile banking.

As things stand, the largest of Africa’s infrastructure funding, 65%, comes from the continent’s public investment
by governments, whilst the private invests only 25%. Funding from non-OECD countries, of which China is the
largest, provides an additional 6% and official development assistance from multi-lateral agencies funds the
remaining 4%. So, it is clear that our own governments are driving the infrastructure development. Infrastructure
development over the last decade has contributed over half of African growth, and more growth can be generated
if we address the continent’s infrastructure deficit. That deficit is in a number of areas that I will come to.

Let us start with the biggest one in energy. Africa’s total electricity generated equals that of Spain, one country,
even though we have 20 times the number of people that is, Sub-Saharan Africa. Data from 2006-2009 shows
that only 28% of Africa’s population had access to electricity compared to 70% of other parts of the developing
world, whilst 69% of the population had access to improved water facilities compared to 88% of other developing
populations, and less that 20% of our roads were tarred in 2009.

Large-scale investment in energy, including in hydro, coal, geo-thermo and solar power over the next decade will
therefore be critical to Africa’s transformation - in both economic and social spheres, moving forward with the
Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa, PIDA, priority projects in energy, transport, ICT and other
economic and social infrastructure is therefore non-negotiable.

The structural adjustment Programmes of the 1980s and 2990s have strongly reduced Africa’s manufacturing
sectors, and led to de-industrialisation.
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Although the current continental growth rate is mainly driven by global demand for Africa’s minerals, oil and
agricultural products, there is some progress in a number of countries. Several countries with manufacturing
constituting at least 5% of their economies have performed well, such as Mozambique with 9% annual growth

in manufacturing, followed by Tanzania, Sudan, Rwanda, Lesotho, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Uganda, Malawi and
Namibia, which all recorded averages growth rates of 5% or more. In Mozambique, Tanzania, Sudan and Burkina
Faso manufacturing led growth, with the sector in these countries growing faster than the economies as a whole.

African countries with high shares of manufacturing in GDP, more than 15%, are Mauritius, South Africa,
Cameroon, Swaziland, Lesotho, Namibia and Coite d’Ivoire.

Africa has a large share of the world’s reserves in a number of critical minerals, as well as oil and gas. An amount
of 60% of the world unused arable land is on the continent. Our land area is 12 times larger than India’s, with
lesser number of people. Africa is also blessed with abundant water resources, including but not limited to the 63
international river basins.

Africa’s renewed commitment to industrialization and the development of diversified industrial capabilities
must therefore build on its key natural endowments to spur sustainable and equitable growth: addressing

its infrastructure backlogs to improve regional trade and special development; revolutionising agricultural
production and agro-processing, and ensuring that the exploitation of African natural resources, especially its
mineral resources, result in a fair sharing of the proceeds, are saved and invested in developing productivity
capacity, and that mining contribute to industrial development through backward and forward linkages.

We do know that during the 1960s, at the time of the establishment of the OAU, there was high optimism that the
continent would perform well given that several African countries were on par or had even higher GDP rates than
their counterparts in Asia. The GDP per capita of Ghana and South Korea were exactly the same in 1960.

Until 1975, the fastest growing developing country was Gabon. Botswana’s growth rate exceeded that of Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia, and Thailand. Thirty years ago China was poorer than Malawi. Despite this potential,
Africa was unable to complete the transformation journey which Asia has to a large degree now traversed.

We must therefore ask the question, how does our continent compare with economic development in other
developing regions of the world today? A few comparative trends are worth mentioning.

Firstly, whilst African GDP matched that of Asia between 2000 and 2011 at 4,4% per annum, African income per
capita in the decade since 2000, has become $1100 and remains far below other developing regions which are at
around $3091, and less than a quarter of Latin America, $4964.

Secondly, manufacturing in Asia over the same period grew at 6%, whilst African manufacturing grew at 3,3%,
though faring better than Latin America whose manufacturing during the same period grew at 2,1%. Africa
manufacturing sector’s contribution to GDP at 10, 2 % in 2010 is also much lower that other developing regions,
with Asian manufacturing at 25% of GD and Latin America at 15,3% during the same year.

Thirdly, African exports as a proportion of GDP, though largely still unprocessed minerals and agricultural
products, also caught up with Asia, reaching 29,7% of GDP in 2010, as against 30,% for Asia and 17,7% for Latin
America.

Latest figures from the ECA indicate that intra-Africa trade may reach 13% this year, compared to 52% for Asian
countries, and 20% for South Africa.

Finally, Gross Fixed Capital Formation, in Africa during the period 2000-11 has averaged at just above 18% per
year as a percentage of GDP, closer to Latin America at 19%, but way below Asia, whose investment in productive
assets and economic infrastructure as percentage of GDP averaged at 26,9%.

These figures are important indicators as to how the Asian region managed their economic and development
turnaround. It indicates to us that it is indeed possible to eradicate poverty and achieve prosperity within less
than five decades. So it is possible for us to be prosperous and peaceful in 50 years or even less.

Despite the progress on the economic front, human development remains a challenge to Africa. Across all
dimensions, Africa still has the lowest human development indicators of any region. Africa’s regional Human
Development Index, HDI, indicators in 2011 were: Life Expectancy at Birth, 54,4 years; mean years of schooling,
4,5 years; expected years of schooling, 9,2 years; and gross national income per capita, $1,966. UNDP HDI
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rankings for 2011 shows no African country in the very high category, two countries, Seychelles and Mauritius,
in the high category and 11 countries in medium category, Gabon, Egypt, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa,
Morocco, Cape Verde, Ghana, Equatorial Guinea, Congo and Swaziland. Of the 45 countries worldwide in the low
category, 34 are from Africa, with all the bottom 15 countries being African.

However, African countries have also been among the top 10 HDI movers between 2000 and 2010. The main
upward drivers of HDI for Africa are education, whilst HIV/AIDS is still responsible for slow progress. Africa
continues to make good progress in improving access to education and in promoting girls education, with
performance closely matching that of India. Overall, in spite of the scourge of HIV/AIDS, human development in
Africa is undergoing steady improvements.

We have often said that there can be no development without peace, and on peace without development. The
continent is registering increasing levels of peace and security and progress continues to be made. The last two
decades have seen substantial reduction in the number of conflicts, with close to 90% of African countries at
peace for at least the last decade. And, whereas in the 1990s there were fifteen countries engulfed in conflicts,
this number reduced to five by 2010.

The comparative Africa peace and security architecture has greatly enhanced our ability to address conflict and
crisis situations on the ground, and to find African solutions to our problems. Conflict solution efforts have
yielded encouraging results in many parts of the continent, as shown by the tremendous progress recorded in
Somalia, the agreements reached between Sudan and South Sudan in their post secession relations and the
ongoing initiatives to promote good neighborliness and co-operation for a shared prosperity in the Great Lakes
region. However, as the remaining conflict and recent crises in Mali and Central African Republic suggest, th